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The Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity will now send our electronic newsletter biweekly on
Mondays during the academic year. Please feel free to reach out if you have any upcoming events you
would like to share. In addition to the biweekly newsletter, we will share more in-depth information during
the semester at the beginning of each month. Follow us on Social Media for the latest center information.
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CSGGE Faculty Affiliate Lunch Talk

"Muslim Women and Architectural Patronage” with D. Fairchild Ruggles
Speaker: D. Fairchild Ruggle, Professor and Debra L. Mitchell Chair in Landscape Architecture

Date: Friday, February 6th
Time: 12-1:30 pm
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY

OF GLOBAL GENDER EQUITY

Affiliate Lunch Talk
MUSLIM WOMEN AND
ARCHITECTURAL PATRONAGE

D. Fairchild Ruggles
Friday, February 6
12-1:30 pm
HYBRID EVEMNT:
306 Coble & Zoom
Lunch provided with RSVP
Register at
httpE i geillinois edu/AlfiliateTalk

Lecture Description:

Location: 306 Coble Hall & Zoom
801 S. Wright St., Champaign, IL

Please join us and CSGGE faculty affiliate D. Fairchild
Ruggles who will present her lecture "Muslim Woman and
Architectural Patronage" at 12pm CST on Friday, February
6, 2026. Please note this lecture will be hybrid - you can
either attend in person at Coble Hall room 306 or via Zoom
(a link will be emailed to you after registration).

Description: Women have been important patrons of major
works of architecture in the Islamic world historically, a
phenomenon that reveals their social agency and can
illuminate their lives even when they are barely mentioned
in historical texts. They were almost all empowered by
wealth and proximity to powerful men. But coming from
different social and ethnic backgrounds, some of them high
born, others emerging from enslavement, their reasons for
patronage differed.

Click here to register

This event is hosted by The Center for The Study of Global Gender Equity and co-sponsored by the Center for Global Studies and the

Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies.

Public Speaking Workshop lead by Dr. Laura Stengrim

Speaker: Dr. Laura Stengrim, Teaching Associate Professor and Director of Speakers Workshop

Date: Tuesday, February 3rd
Time: 12-1 pm

Location: 306 Coble Hall

801 S. Wright St., Champaign, IL

Join us for a lively presentation, discussion, and practice session focusing on public speaking skills! We will provide

tips about how to practice for common situations like conferences, poster sessions, interviews, and elevator

pitches.

Dr. Laura Stengrim earned her PH.D in communication and returned to campus in 2024 after spending 8 years as a
faculty member and Director of the Speaking Center at the University of Southern Mississippi.


https://forms.illinois.edu/sec/608335373
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S00M S FOR A LIVELY PRESENTATION,
DISCUSSION, AMD PRACTICE SESSION FOCUSING
O PUIBLIG SPEAKIRG SRILLEWE WILL PROWIDE

TIPS ABOUT HOW TO PRACTICE FOE COMHOR
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The Reading Book Club will discuss issues
surrounding gender, race, and technology
inequalities. If you wish to have a platform to
share some of your thoughts from reading a
book or hearing other people's thoughts, this is
the group for you! Additionally, each person
will get access to free books. The first book to
be discussed will be Algorithms of Oppression:
How Search Engines Reinforce Racism by
Safiya Noble.

Date: Friday, January 23rd - May 1st
Time: Bi-weekly, 3-5 pm

Location: Coble Hall

801 S. Wright St., Champaign, IL

Click here to register

This event is hosted by Lemann Center for Brazilian Studies and co-

sponsored by The Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity.

The Graduate Student Writing group will
include structured writing sessions, peer
feedback, accountability check-ins & progress
tracking, and resource style sharing. By
attending these sessions, you will increase
writing productivity and clarity, develop peer-
review skills valued in academia, collaboration
and community, and CSGGE-certified
participation record for CVs. There will be a
focus on thesis chapters, journal articles,
conference papers, dissertation proposals, and
academic writing.

Date: Friday, January 30th - May 8th
Time: Bi-weekly, 3-6 pm

Location: Coble Hall

801 S. Wright St., Champaign, IL

Please contact Anita Kaiser at arkaiser@illinois.edu if interested in joining either of these groups.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1veFWJCkZ9Q_7xfcXjsfOpn8LlAOZdVsJZvUa9BD50ek/viewform?edit_requested=true
mailto:arkaiser@illinois.edu
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"FROM APARTHEID T0 DEMOCRAGY, A book talk with Sarah Lee Whitson and Michael
A BLUEPRINT FOR PEAGE IN ISRREL-PALESTINE " Omer-Man
ssimelH Date: Thursday, Feb. 12
ate: Thursday, Feb.
SARAH LEAH WHITSON YY" e Y
. Time: 4 pm
AND APARTHEID Location: lllini Union Bookstore 2nd Floor Author's
MIGHREL OMER-MAN Corner
809 S. Wright St., Champaign, IL
ILLINI UNION BODKSTORE
ZMD FLOOR AUTHOR'S
CORNER 809 5 WRIGHT This event is hosted by the Center for South Asian and

ST EHANEAIGH, IESIt20 Middle Eastern Studies. This event is co-sponsored by

THURSDAY, T0 the Center for Advanced Study; Center for African

FEB 12 ’ DEMOCRACY Studies; Center for East Asian and Pacific Studies;
4:00 PM Center for Global Studies; Center for Latin American &

TS EVENT . S50NS0ED B CIMTED 32 ADVANCED STUDY,CENTER PO ATRICAN STUGHES CENTES Caribbean Studies; Center for the Study of Global
?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁﬁ%fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ& Gender Equity; European Union Center; lllinois Global

ATHIEEHLRE BEQUIES INSCUSHON GUBATL AND DelLOCUL Institute; LAS Global Studies; Lemann Center for
. Brazilian Studies; The Program in Arms Control &
Domestic & International Security; Russian, East

European, and Eurasian Center.

Co-sponsoring units house diverse perspectives, but all hold that a healthy university atmosphere requires
discussion, debate, and dialogue.

Virtual Graduate Student Book Discussion on "The Feminist Killjoy Handbook"

Date: Friday, February 20th
Time: 11am-12:30 pm CST via Zoom

Please join us for a book discussion on, “The Feminist Killjoy Handbook: The Radical Potential of Getting in
the Way” by Sara Ahmed. The book discussion will be led by GRID Students Marina Moscoso-Arabia (Geography)
and Marwah Magbool Malik (Urban and Regional Planning). The book discussion will take place via Zoom, and you
will receive log in information by email in the next 3-4 days.

Need a copy of the book? We have complimentary copies available so please request during registration so you
can pick one up while supplies last.

Know others that might be interested? This is open to all campus students so please share information.



Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity

Graduate Book Discussion

“The Feminist Killjoy Handbook: the Radical
Potential of Getting in the Way”
by Sara Ahmed.

"7 Friday, Feb. 20
0 1lam CST

* Online via Zoom
Register at httpal/asilingisedu/Febl0boskaroun

Heed a copy of the book™ We

have complimentary copies. THE
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Know others that might be
interested? This is open to all
graduate campus students!

Speaker: GRID Students Marina Moscoso-Arabia
(Geography) and Marwah Magbool Malik (Urban and
Regional Planning).

Click here to register

This event is hosted by The Center for The Study of Global Gender

Equity.

CENTER FOR THE STUDY

OF GLOBAL GENDER EQUITY

Transcending the In-Between: Provocation,

Humor, and Joy in Performance

Thursday, February 26
330pm

Waomen's Resources Center
616 E. Green 5t, Suite 213
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Series on "Gendered Displacement and
Erasure”

"Transcending the In-Between: Provocation, Humor,
and Joy in Performance”

Speaker: Anida Yoeu Ali, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign alum and interdisciplinary artist

Date: Thursday, February 26th

Lecture from 3:30-4:30 pm & Post-Lecture Discussion
from 4:30-5:30 pm

Location: Women's Resources Center

616 E. Green St., Suite 213

Lecture Description: Artist, educator, and global agitator
Anida Yoeu Ali will present a hybrid performance/talk and
visual experience on themes of transnationalism, otherness,
and belonging. Coming off the energy and astounding
public press reception of her 2024 history-making solo
exhibition Hybrid Skin, Mythical Presence at Seattle Asian

Art Museum, Anida Yoeu Ali returns to her alma mater for a talk discussing the "in-between" space as a powerful

space of provocation. The presentation will also include poetry, videos, and images from her current exhibition.


https://forms.illinois.edu/sec/966364612

Specifically, her work offers an opportunity to create from a place of joy and resilience without the need to mine from
her family trauma and painful history.

Please also consider joining the post-lecture discussion organized by the School of Social Work. This
discussion will be moderated by Dr. Patricia Turner, Assistant Professor and Bill and Julie Kellner Faculty Scholar at
the School of Social Work.

If you are seeking CEU or PDH credit, you will be required to sign-in at the beginning of the session.
Certificates will be sent via email after the event. For any questions, you may contact Amy (aeweber2@illinois.edu)
or Hellen (hgmcdona@illinois.edu) in the School of Social Work.

Click here to register

This event is hosted by The Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity and co-sponsored by The Office for Arts Integration at the
University of lllinois Urbana Champaign; IGI Grant Team on Leveraging the Arts in Global Dialogue at School of Social Work; Global
Arts Performance Initiatives and Civic Engagement and Social Practice at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts; Asian American
Cultural Center; Center for Global Studies; Women's Resources Center; Department of Gender and Women's Studies; and the

Department of Anthropology.

CSGGE Graduate Fellowships and Award

The Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity (CSGGE) holds an annual competition for graduate student
awards with a deadline mid-February. We offer two full fellowships through the Rita and Arnold Goodman Fellowship
and the Barbara A. Yates International Fellowship. We also have smaller research award through the Accad & Vieille
International Research award. Please note that you must be a graduate student in the Gender Relations in
International Development (GRID) minor to apply for the Barbara A. Yates Fellowship. The Evelyne Accad and Paul
Vieille International Award require research to be on issues related to women in North Africa, Iran, or the Middle
East.

A graduate student enrolled at the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign may apply for one or more of the awards
on the application form by submitting the required materials. Only one application form needed. Both the
application and reference letter submission deadline is Monday, February 16, 2026, 11:59pm.

Click here to learn more about the CSGGE Fellowships and Awards

Beinecke Scholarship Info Sessions

If you are planning on pursuing a PhD or MFA in the arts, humanities, or social sciences the Beinecke Scholarship is

a merit- and need- based award that supports students with strong academic promise and financial need. To learn


https://forms.illinois.edu/sec/1039585059
https://csgge.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-fellowships-and-award
https://beineckescholarship.org/
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how to apply and pick up some helpful tips, please click here!

Eligibility: Juniors who are U.S. citizens, have received need-based financial aid
at UIUC, and plan to peruse a terminal graduate degree in the arts, humanities,
or social sciences.

Award: $5,000 before graduate school and $30,000 during graduate study.

Deadline is February 23rd, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. (noon)

Attend an information session to learn more and hear application tips from recent
lllinois Beinecke Scholars. The first info session will take place Thursday,

February 5th, at 3:30 pm in 514 IUB. The second session will take place online on Friday, February 6th, at

9:00 am. Finally, there will be a workshop available to all Thursday, February 6th, at 3:00 pm in 514 IUB.

Click here to register for online session

If you are applying, please attend the informational sessions! For more information, contact the scholarship

office at topscholars@illinois.edu or visit www.topscholars.illinois.edu.

University YMCA Friday Forum + Conversation Café

Please join the University YMCA and Diversity & Social Justice Education for our Spring 2026 Friday Forum +

Conversation Café series. Students, faculty, and community members are invited to hear from local and national

speakers as they engage pressing public issues. All events are free and open to the public and take place on
Fridays from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM at the University YMCA. Free lunch will be provided.

On Friday, February 6th, from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM, the University YMCA's Friday Forum + Conversation Café
will host a presentation titled “Justice Lives in Community.” The featured speaker will be DeShawn Williams, Mayor

of Urbana. This session will explore how justice is lived and practiced within local communities, highlighting the role

of civic leadership, collaboration, and community engagement in creating equitable and inclusive spaces.


https://canvas.illinois.edu/courses/12945/pages/applying-for-a-beinecke-scholarship-advice-from-beinecke-alumna-aimee-carbaugh-and-sample-winning-applications?module_item_id=1396851
https://illinois.zoom.us/meeting/register/o93sd4I0RzKbpINCPjXQNw#/registration
mailto:topscholars@illinois.edu
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DeShawn Williams

¥ — 12- 1PM | UIMIVERSITY YMECA
:r-) 1[ | StudentANsira 1061 5 WRIGHT 5T., CHAMBAIGH

Sponsored in part by the Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity

On Friday, February 13th, from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM, the
FR I DAY FO R U M University YMCA's Friday Forum + Conversation Café will
host a presentation titled “Liberating Abortion.” The featured
speaker will be Renee Bracey Sherman, a nationally
FEBRUAREERRERR0S):00 recognized reproductive justice organizer, author, and
advocate. This conversation will examine abortion through a
LIBERATING reproductive justice framework, centering lived experiences,
ABORTION - advocacy, and the broader social and political contexts

surrounding reproductive freedom.
Renee Bracey Sherman

¥ — 12- 1PM | UIMIVERSITY YMECA
:r-) 1[ | StudentANsira 1061 5 WRIGHT 5T., CHAMBAIGH

Sponsored in part by the Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity

Click to view upcoming YMCA Friday Forum Events

This event series is hosted by the University YMCA and the Diversity & Social Justice Education at the University of lllinois Urbana-

Champaign. The Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity is happy to be a co-sponsor of the semester series.

Quench: The Evolution of Drag


https://www.universityymca.org/what-we-offer/programs/friday-forum-conversation-cafe

Date: Monday, February 2nd
Time: 12:00-1:00 pm
| Location: Gender & Sexuality Resource Center,
sememmaest= WIUAY | 616 E. Green St., Suite 202 (upstairs from McDonald’s), Champaign, IL

Join us for Quench: The Evolution of Drag, a lunchtime conversation exploring

wunmmuem | the history, cultural impact, and ongoing evolution of drag performance. This
session offers space to learn, reflect, and engage with drag as an art form and

==y 9| mode of expression.

Food Provided: Pops & pizza (free!)
Contact: Chris Schlarb — cschlarb@illinois.edu

Know others who might be interested? This event is open to the campus community, please share!

Click here to view upcoming events
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Time: 12:00-1:00 pm

Location: Women's Resources Center

Community Connections: Digital Sexual Violence

\ N
\ 8 : 616 E. Green St., Suite 213, Champaign, IL
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Join us for Community Connections, a lunch-and-learn
highlighting digital sexual violence rights and resources available through the University Police Department. Learn
more about campus and community support while engaging in an informative discussion.

Food Provided: Chipotle burrito bowls
(Chicken & veggie options available; food guaranteed for the first 20 attendees)

Sponsor: Women’s Resources Center & Division of Public Safety
Contact: outreachwrc@illinois.edu

This event is open to all! Please feel free to bring a friend and join us for lunch and learning.

Click here to view upcoming events

Spring 2026 Survivor Strategies

Date: Tuesday, February 10th
Time: 6:30-8:00 pm


https://calendars.illinois.edu/list/2463?listType=summary
https://calendars.illinois.edu/list/7566?listType=summary

S w fﬂ?ﬁ Location: Women's Resources Center
-gv S Wﬁ 616 E. Green St., Suite 213, Champaign, IL

Sundvor Strategies & a program series designed to provide sunsvors with new seif-cane
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to offer survivors new self-care tools, foster healing, and

Tuesday, February 24 Navigating Faith and Survivorship create opportunities for community connection. This first
Tuesday, March 10 - Coping with Trauma Anniversacies . . . .
Tuesday, March 24 - Community and Awareness Buiding session of the semester will focus on physical connections
Tuesday, April 14 - Healing through Mawerment .
S after trauma, guided by the Advocacy Team.
e, o e '

This program is designed to be a safe, affirming space for reflection and support.

Sponsor: Women’s Resources Center
Contact: Gabby Schwartz — wrcadvocacy@illinois.edu

Please share with others who may benefit from this space.

Click here to view upcoming events

Ot tasaroes (aiiesr "The New Age of Sexism" Book Club
@@K @l];yw] The Women's Resources Center is offering a discussion on the intersections of
Ewﬂﬁﬁmﬁm Artificial Intelligence, technology, and misogyny using the newly published
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text, "The New Age of Sexism: How Al and Emerging Technologies Are

e Reinventing Misogyny."

Cecusskon #1 = 1/30, & - 5 P
Dlswcuster ¥~ 31 = 2 P There will be multiple discussions held throughout the semester. All participants

Discusaben #3 - 410,12 - 1PM

are welcome to attend and can participate in the discussions of their choosing.

iy e lor sor of oll of the
RSN paRony!

Priority will be given to student participants (undergraduate & graduate).

Schedule Outline:

« Monday, March 9th, 1 - 2 PM @ WRC *part of Women's History Month*
Ch 2: The New Age of Street Harassment: The Metaverse
Ch 4: The New of Objectification: Cyber Brothels
Ch 7: The New Age of Discrimination: Designing Al

» Friday, April 10,12 - 1 PM @ WRC *part of Sexual Assault Awareness Month*
Ch 3: The New Age of Rape: Sex Robots
Ch 6: New Age of Domestic Abuse: Al Girlfriends
Ch 8: The Future in our Hands

Limited copies of the book will be given to participants who register & attend the discussion. WRC recognizes that
this Book Club is open to all eligible persons regardless of gender, race, color or national origin. Reasonable
accommodations are available upon request, please contact womenscenter@illinois.edu.

Click here to view upcoming book description and register


https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/7566?eventId=33541140
https://forms.illinois.edu/sec/2021996070?referrer=

Responsible Al in Mental Health Services
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Lecture Description: Although generative Al chatbots are widely used and often seen as helpful for mental health

Speaker: Christopher Larrison, Associate Professor in the
School of Social Work

Date: Tuesday, February 10th
Time: 11:00 am

Location: 210 Levis Faculty Center
919 W. lllinois St., Urbana, IL

support, serious safety concerns remain, particularly in light of suicide-related incidents that highlight the risks of
unregulated Al interventions. In response, policymakers have begun to act, including lllinois’s 2025 Wellness and
Oversight for Psychological Resources Act and a White House executive order on national Al policy.

In this seminar, Christopher Larrison, professor of social work at the University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign and
IHSI affiliate, will examine the evidence behind these concerns and explore technically grounded safeguards that
move beyond policy toward safe, clinically responsible uses of Gen-Al in mental health.

The Interdisciplinary Health Sciences Institute invites faculty, staff, students, practitioners, and others interested in

exploring the use of large language models (LLMs) and Gen-Al chatbots in mental health services to attend this

Click here to register

seminar!

T el e RS Follow our social media for the latest updates from
. g CSGGE.

Click to join our Social Media
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https://redcap.healthinstitute.illinois.edu/surveys/?s=3T4C9KFJMHLKFAT4
https://qr1.be/G7BF
https://qr1.be/G7BF
https://qr1.be/G7BF

Gender Relations in International Development Graduate Minor

CSGGE offers a graduate minor in Gender Relations in International

Development (GRID). The GRID interdisciplinary minor is designed to give

students the analytical and empirical skills needed to address and critically

evaluate human development issues in research and policy analysis, as
CSGGE well as in daily life. As of 2025, GRID Alumni have come from 41

SR Ch SHcy of departments across campus and 52 different countries.

Global Gender Equity

To learn more about the GRID minor, please contact Anita Kaiser at
arkaiser@illinois.edu or by phone at 333-6221

Click here for more information on GRID minor

Master of Science ﬁ Master of Science in Global Studies

in Global Studies = CSGGE joins the ACDIS and the Center for Global Studies to offer a Master of
c”":-i::f”ﬁﬂ ony Science in Global Studies. CSGGE's track is Gender & Public Policy. The MS in
T —— Global Studies (MSGS) is a 32-hour, three semester program that also offers a

=T e P e . ™ g e s b s e s e 8
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5-year dual BA or BS and MSGS degree option.

Click here to learn more information on MSGS

- e mm e n Dol

Undergraduate Certificate in Global Health
discover

Joint with CSGGE and LAS Global Studies
LAS Global Studies, in conjunction with the Center for the Study of Global
Gender Equity (CSGGE), is offering a Certificate in Global Health. This

certificate is open to all undergraduate majors at the University of
lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Click here for more information on the Undergraduate

Certificate



mailto:arkaiser@illinois.edu
https://csgge.illinois.edu/academics/graduate-minor-gender-relations-international-development-grid
https://cgs.illinois.edu/graduate/masters-global-studies/program-overview?_gl=1*tewiz2*_ga*MTEyOTk1NjMxOS4xNzI4MzQzOTA5*_ga_E1LFESM7DF*czE3NTU4MTU5NzAkbzUzJGcxJHQxNzU1ODE2MDAwJGozMCRsMCRoMA..*_ga_V9PV7DK0FD*czE3NTU4MTU5NzAkbzQwJGcxJHQxNzU1ODE2MDAwJGozMCRsMCRoMA..
https://globalstudies.illinois.edu/academics/academic-programs/certificate-global-health
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Center for the Study of Global Gender Equity

lllinois Global Institute | College of Liberal Arts & Sciences | University of lllinois
201 Coble Hall, MC 401 | 801 S. Wright Street | Champaign, IL 61820

Contact: csggeatillinois@illinois.edu
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